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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








April 2, 2014







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, April 2, 2014.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

 

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville 
Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Supt.

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician
Will Tyson



Executive Director

                                                                           * * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  






                       
* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2014 meeting  as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  








              * * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the High Water Inspection of the Corps of Engineers will be held Thursday, April 10th.  He reported receipt of four right of entry requests from the Corps of Engineers for the levee enlargement work being done in Pointe Coupee Parish.  He said three of the four requests had been granted previously, but expire on April 1st.  The fourth is for general survey work.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the requests for right of entry.
President John Grezaffi asked Mr. Will Tyson to give an update on the recent trip to Washington, D.C.  Mr. Will Tyson said he feels they made some progress with the members of Congress, and they are interested.  He said they discussed the FEMA issues and the levee certification process.  We are trying to get an elevation based operation procedure for the Morganza Spillway as well as slide repairs on the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee.  He said he feels the current General of the Corps of Engineers will open the spillway sooner, but the procedures have to be changed by Congress.
Commissioner Glenn Angelle asked Mr. Tyson to give the board a status on the levee slides.  Mr. Tyson said the Corps has not moved in equipment or hired labor, but they have not reprogrammed the money either.  The board asked Mr. Tyson to determine the status of these repairs and give a report to the board.








            * * * * *







A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday,  March 19, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  President John Grezaffi appointed Commissioner Karen Jewell and Commissioner Glenn Angelle to serve on the committee for this meeting to assure a quorum.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member 

Earl Matherne, Member

Barry Soileau, Member

Karen Jewell, Member (appointed this meeting)

Glenn Angelle, Member (appointed this meeting)

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Commissioner Daniel Hebert

Commissioner Cory Chustz

Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he had one item to be added to the agenda – the discussion of a letter received from FEMA.  Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by

Commissioner John Grezaffi and unanimously carried to add the item to the agenda.

1. Discuss a request from Shell Pipeline to advertise for a pipeline servitude lease  - Mr. Tyson advised the committee that Shell Pipeline previously wanted to bid on a tract of land that we owned, but they didn’t get their paperwork completed on time.  The Board advised Shell, if they wanted to re-bid, they would be responsible to pay for the cost of advertising the first notice.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that Shell did submit payment for the advertising fees for the first notice.  Motion  by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the request for Shell Pipeline to re-bid and advertise on a tract of land for a pipeline right of way lease.  Mr. Tyson reported that Shell asked that some of the language be reworded in the lease.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Board Attorney, will review the lease before final submission.  

   2&3.
Discuss nomination of a campsite leases - Mr. Tyson advised that we have received 

several requests for campsite leases, including the two listed on the agenda today.  These are in the vicinity of Belle River Boat Landing, and there are several campsites that were permanent ones that were put in there with long term leases.  We originally agreed to refrain from leasing any further campsites until the oil company was finished with their lease.  He said if the board wants to approve these leases for advertisement, they certainly can.  We would have to make sure we include language that, if the campsite became an impediment to any oil and gas lease, the lease would end.   The committee reviewed material in the packets indicating the current rates and insurance requirements.  The minimum bid would be $100 per acre per year according to our current rates.  

Commissioner Gerald Alexander said he feels we should go up more than $100 per acre. He suggested starting at $500 per acre per year.  He said he has not seen the property, but it is 400 feet deep. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Whitehurst and Mr. David Harder were present at the meeting, and they were requesting nomination of two separate campsite leases.  Mr. Harder said he came to the ABLD office in 2010 and asked to renew his lease, but Mr. Tyson told him he could not renew the lease.  Campsite leases were suspended due to oil activity.  Two people currently have houses in the area.  They are 30 year leases; one is paid in full and one pays annually.  Mr. Harder said he is requesting that he be allowed to advertise for this site.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander said he knows of others who wish to bid if these sites are advertised.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to advertise for both campsites at a minimum of $500 per acre per year.  The lease would be for 3 years, with options for two additional 3 year terms.  

Commissioner Barry Soileau recommended that if there is a lapse in someone’s lease, the Board require the individual to pay for the period he had use of our property without a lease.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander questioned the laws of leasing state land and suggested we invite someone from the State Land Office to explain the process.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he will speak with Board Attorney Steve Marionneaux to request that he research the laws that pertain to campsite leasing.  

4. Discuss correspondence to Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury concerning the connection of local drainage to the US Army Corps of Engineers Relief Well Project  - President John Grezaffi reported that there has been an ongoing project with the Corps of Engineers and the Pointe Coupee Police Jury concerning the connection of local drainage to the Corps of Engineers’ Relief Well Project.  President Grezaffi would like to request the assistance of the Police Jury to clean out approximately 300 yards of ditch near the relief well project.  This would improve drainage for several area landowners.  Mr. Tyson presented a draft of a letter to Mrs. Melanie Bueche, President of the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, to request this assistance.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to authorize President Grezaffi to sign the letter to the Police Jury requesting their assistance.  

5. Discuss feral hog issues  - President John Grezaffi discussed the problem landowners are having with feral hogs destroying their property.  He discussed allowing some of the Levee District Supervisors to shoot the hogs.  Steve Marionneaux discussed this matter with Senator Ward and the Senator is willing to work with the levee district on the feral hog issues.  Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, and unanimously carried to request that the Senator introduce legislation for landowners and local agencies to take the necessary steps to do away with feral hogs.

6. Personnel matters  - Motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve permanent status for George Guillory, Mobile Equipment Maintenance Mechanic.

Mr. Tyson advised the committee he received a letter from FEMA which inferred de-certification

of our levees on the mainline Mississippi River.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that the information sent in to FEMA by the Corps of Engineers was in error.  As of 2:00 p.m. today, FEMA sent another letter revoking this action and putting our levees back as certified.  We should have the letter revoking this action by our next regular board meeting.  

There being no further business to come before the Committee, upon motion by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux,  Chairman


/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member

/s/Barry Soileau, Member



/s/Karen Jewell, Member

/s/Glenn Angelle, Member



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux asked Mr. Will Tyson to review the minutes with the board.  Mr. Tyson noted that the Shell Pipeline’s request to advertise was approved.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux said he made several changes to the lease document forwarded to us by Shell Pipeline.  He made changes so that the language tracks the language of their original lease.  
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that we received a second letter from FEMA, but we are waiting for an additional letter stating the matter has been completed shored up.  He said we want to be completely absolved of these items.  
Mr. Tyson also noted that two campsite leases were approved to advertise at a minimum of $500 per acre.  One of the leases expired in 2010, but the lessor remained on the property until now, when he asked the board to advertise for the campsite.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux was asked if action could be taken against someone remaining on ABLD property after their lease had ended.  He said this was a non-agricultural lease and it would continue month-to-month until we provide notice that the lease had terminated.  He said he would need to pay for the amount of time he remained on the property after the lease ended.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux said he would provide language for a letter to request they pay for the amount owed.  He will do some more research on this issue before we proceed.  

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee minutes of March 19, 2014, excluding the item relating to the approval of the campsite leases at this time.  This will allow our legal counsel time to investigate the situation and let the board know how to proceed.  






                       

* * * * *







A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 - p.m., Wednesday, February 19, 2014 the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

Earl Matherne, Member 

Glenn Angelle, Member       

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

Absent:

None

Also Present:

Commissioner Gerald Alexander 

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1.
Receive and Open Bids for Sale of Used Equipment  -  

NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin 

Levee District, in its office in Port Allen, Louisiana, up to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 1, 2014

for the following equipment and miscellaneous items for sale as is, where is with 
no warranties, expressed or implied:

Lot #1  2005 Chevrolet Suburban 1500, 5.3 motor – Tag # 1139 – 68,829 miles – Minimum Bid $5,000

Lot #2  1997 GMC 3500 HD 7.4 motor – Tag # 939 – 67,790 miles – Minimum Bid $2,000

Lot #3  2008 Bush Hog – 3143.9 hours – Tag # 1218 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #4  2006 Bush Hog – 3568.5 hours – Tag # 1170 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #5  2006 Bush Hog – 3385.1 hours – Tag # 1171 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #6  2008 Bush Hog – 2813.8 hours – Tag # 1223 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #7 – 2008 Bush Hog – 3243 hours – Tag # 1216 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot # 8  2008 Bush Hog – 3373.5 hours – Tag # 1217 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #9  2008 Bush Hog – 3289.1 hours – Tag # 1219 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $1,000

Lot #10 2008 Bush Hog – 3712.7 hours – Tag # 1222 – No PTO Shaft – Minimum Bid $2,500

Lot #11 – 1993 Grader Caterpillar 120G – 12,765.2 miles – Minimum Bid $6,000

Lot #12 – Lot of Miscellaneous Equipment:  monitor, tire changer, broken pole saws, chainsaws, vacuum cleaner, shredder and 21 Motorola 2 way radios.

All bids will be publicly opened and read at 4:00 p.m. of the same day, and any bid 

received after 2:00 p.m. will be returned unopened.

The right is reserved to reject any and all bids and to waive informalities. Bidders must 

submit payment in the form of cashier’s check or money order made payable to Atchafalaya 

Basin Levee District with their bid.  The Bidder must submit a separate cashier’s check or money 

order for each individual lot bid.  Any bid submitted without a check or money order will be

rejected.  Successful bidder shall remove the equipment within 7 days of their award letter.

It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 

otherwise bid will be considered null and void. Bid forms are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, (525 Court 

Street) P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana 70767,  telephone number (225) 387-2249. All Bids should be marked in bold 

print Sealed Equipment  telephone number (225) 387-2249. All Bids should be marked in bold print Sealed Equipment 

Bids.  The equipment is available for inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday  Thursday at the ABLD 

Ravenswood Shop, 9348 Hwy. 77 Spur, Fordoche, LA 70732.

Janice G. Jarreau





John A. Grezaffi

Secretary






President

The following bids were duly received and opened:

 1.
Crystal Westfall





P.O. Box 663


Livonia, LA   70755


Lot #12    $26.67

2.
Jacques Lacour


6774 Hwy. 419


Batchelor, LA   70715


Lot #7   $4255.00


3.
John Cannon


12101 Bayou Fordoche Rd.


Morganza, LA   70759


Lot #4   $4351.01*
Lot #8   $4113.01*
Lot #9   $1305.01

4.
Riley Blanchet


P.O. Box 289


Rosedale, LA   70772



Lot #4   $3627.00
Lot #6   $3627.00
Lot #7   $3627.00


Lot #10   $3627.00
Lot #11   $6527.00

5.
Don Ristroph


Golden Ridge Plantation LLC


1222 Pickett Avenue


Baton Rouge, LA   70808-8719


Lot #6   $4163.10

6.
Robert  Latiolais


1028 Old Henderson Hwy.


Breaux Bridge, LA   70517


Lot #6   $3000.00

7.
Matthew LeCoq


P.O. Box 362



Morganza, LA   70759


Lot #3   $3255.56
Lot #7   $3255.56
Lot #12   $202.56

8.
Alan Meche


P.O. Box 303


Arnaudville, LA   70512


Lot #6
$3750.00

9.
Jimmie Gaspard


8170 LA Hwy. 418


Batchelor, LA   70715


Lot #9   $1197.15
Lot #10   $2791.81

10.
Brett Anthony Clark


3618 Hwy. 360


Melville, LA   71353


Lot #11   $35,000.00*

Lot #12   $1000.00*

11.
Brett M. Clark


3706 Hwy. 360


Melville, LA   71353


Lot #2   $3500.00*

Lot #7   $6000.00*

12.
Brett Robillard


P.O. Box 376


Morganza, LA   70759


Lot #6   $3656.00

Lot #10   $3426.00

13.
Virgil Hebert


2911 Gene Rd.


Erath, LA   70533



Lot #6   $3600.10

Lot #10   $3650.00

14.
Brett Capps


200 Gretchen St.


New Roads, LA   70760


Lot #6   $4250.00*

15.
Eugene Barnes


664 Lower Woodville Rd.


Natchez, MS   39120


Lot #9   $1500.00*

16.
Bradley Trabeaux (Hot Shot Cattle Co.)


8282 Arbroth Rd.


Bueche, LA   70729


Lot #10   $3600.00

17.
L. J. Grezaffi


P.O. Box 692


New Roads, LA   70760


Lot #1  $8000.00*
Lot #6  $4200.00
Lot #10  $4200.00*
Lot #11  $12,100.00

18.
Dixie Surplus Machinery


P.O. Box 639


Pollock, LA   71467


Lot #1   $6578.00
Lot #2    $2168.00
Lot #9    $1378.00



Lot #11   $16,768.00
Lot #12  $151.00

19.
R. Schexnayder & Sons


P.O. Box 125


Erwinville, LA   70729


Lot #3   $4160.00*
Lot #4   $2750.00
Lot #5   $2950.00*                                                      Lot #6   $4190.00       Lot #7   $4561.00
Lot #8
  $4100.00
Lot #9   $1105.00
Lot #10  $2610.00
Lot #12   $205.00

20.
DenMar Equipment LLC


600 N. Hazel St.


Sulphur, LA   70663


Lot #11   $27,000.00

*High Bidder

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to accept the highest bid for each Lot Item after review by the Levee Board Attorney and staff.

There being no further business, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, and

unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Chairman


/s/Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Nickie Rockporte, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Earl Matherne, Member


/s/Glenn Angelle, Member


/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman



Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to accept the highest bid for each bid item.  

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that we made approximately $79,000 on the sale of the used equipment.  








* * * * *







Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to receive quotes for employee uniforms.








* * * * *







Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that in reference to the 2014 Millage Rate, the rules have changed for non-roll forward years.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to request permission to advertise by public notice announcement for the 2014 millage.  

Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to issue the public notice regarding the 2014 millage rate.








* * * * *







Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to advertise for fuel, limestone, and the official journal.  








* * * * *







Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand 



                                   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION 

Moved by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand, and

unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District learned

with deepest regret and sincere sorrow of the death of Mr. Johnny Raymond on March 22, 

2014, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Raymond was an active and respected member of the Board of 

Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from October 23, 2002 until 

December 21 2006, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Raymond will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished

his friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Johnny Raymond, and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Raymond Family, so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Raymond and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:


Yeas:  Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi, Kay 

Jewell, Nickie Rockforte, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux, Earl Matherne, and Barry Soileau

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Cory Chustz and Daniel Hebert

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, April 2,

2014.






         /s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

.








* * * * *







Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported that in reference to the Dugas matter, he has requested the other attorney give us his discovery cutoff date so that we can move forward with a request for a pretrial date.








* * * * *







There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

